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ver since Total BMW started,

]
we’ve lost count of the number

of enquiries about wheel alignment

problems. It seems to crop up more

with the E34 5-Series than any other

. , T del but we've had d
Make it go where you're pointing it With  abeut towered £36 3-Senes that foet

. weird to drive and wear tyres out.

Wheel allgnment by the experts' On cars like the E34 with a steering
box there are quite a number of bushes
and balljoints on the front end. A lot of
the problems don’t come from this, but
from when the car is repaired and the
wheel alignment isn’t set up again.

If you've fitted lowering springs to
your car, you'll need a four-wheel align-
ment inspection and one of the best
services around is the KDS check offered
by your BMW dealer. The system is
manufactured by Beissbarth and KDS
stands for Kinematic Diagnosis System.

Rather than the usual wheel align-
ment gauges seen in tyre shops, the
system uses cameras mounted on each
wheel which talk to each other from
front to back and side to side. This gives
information to the central computer
which holds data for just about every
BMW back to the E21 3-Series. Once the
data’s been input it’ll give a red fail or
green pass for all aspects of the align-
ment. On cars like the old E28 and E30,
how much can be adjusted is limited, but
the E36s are an odyssey, as are the E34s.

To test the system, we used two cars
from opposite ends of the BMW spec-
trum — a 1987 E28 518i and a 1998
328i Coupé. Over the next 10 stages
we’ll tell you how it's done and what we
found. The 518i in particular was a bit
of a problem child with strange front
tyre wear and a tendency to pull to the
left. What did Bridgegate BMW find?

1002 HIGWIAON MWEL

The first stage is to put the car on the ramp with its wheels on the circular
discs and then to fit the four cameras. These will only fit BMW wheels with
the five location holes. So if you have weird alloy wheels, you'll need to
give prior notice so a set can be found and fitted for the operation. Tyre
pressures need to be correct and if the car has been lowered or has a
bodykit the special adapters to lower the cameras need to be fitted.
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